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FLORIDA'S SHIFTING GEOGRAPHY AND
EARLIEST HUMAN INHABITANTS
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THE CALUSA KINGDOM:
AN INDIGENOUS POWERHOUSE CENTERED ON A
MARINE ENVIRONMENT
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Florida Musson

Artist's conception of town chief at the Calusa town of Artist's conception of scene at the Pine Island
Tampa (present day Pineland) Canal, which reached 2.5 miles across Pine Island,
(Art by Merald Clark.) from Pine Island Sound to Matlacha Pass (Art by
Merald Clark.)




THE SPANISH “DISCOVERY” OF FLORIDA AND
GULF COAST EXPLORATION
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Map of Mexico and Florida, 1722
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THE RISE OF SPANISH FISHERIES IN CHARLOTTE HARBOR
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19th century photograph of a typical example of the
ranchos where Spanish fishermen lived when they were
mullet fishing in Southwest Florida.

Courtesy, Cortez Village Historical Society
(Manatee County)




BRITISH SURVEYS OF FLORIDA AND THE SPANISH FISHERIES
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SPANISH FLORIDA BECOMES A U.S. TERRITORY
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CONFLICT COMES TO CHARLOTTE HARBOR
AND THE PEACE RIVER VALLEY
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1832 Draft of an Act for the Protection of the Fisheries on the
Coasts of Florida and a Report of the Committee on the State of
the Territory Concerning Fisheries, circa 1833
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The Seminole Wars

First Seminole War, 1816-1818
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Proposed Survey of South Florida, 1855
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“THE GALLANT LITTLE STATE OF FLORIDA WILL
FOLLOW YOUR LEAD”
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MILITARY ACTION IN AND AROUND CHARLOTTE HARBOR
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POSTWAR CHANGES AND DEVELOPMENT
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“PHOSPHATE FEVER”
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A makeshift tugboat, Little Steamer No.

A tugboat, dredge and phosphate I, consisting of a boiler, engine and pilot's
barges operating on the Peace deck strapped to a flat-top barge, is
River, ca. 1902 shown here towing empty phosphate

barges back up the Peace River, ca. 1902
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This undated photo taken by Arcadia
photojournalist George Lane shows freight cars
filled with phosphate awaiting unloading onto
ships at South Boca Grande

Cargo ships waiting to load phosphate are seen off
the holding dock at Boca Grande




FISHERY INDUSTRIES

L 200

A RESURGENT FISHING INDUSTRY

UNITED STATES COMMISSION OF FISH AND FISHERIES
SPENCER F. DAIRD, COMMISSIONER

THE FISHERIES

AND

or Tux

UNITED STATES

PREPARED THUROUGH THE COOPERATION OF THE COMMISSIONER OF FISHERIES

AXD THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE TENTH CENSUS
»
GEORGE BROWN GOODE

ASSISTANT ARCHETARY OF THE SAMITHMONIAX INATITUTION
AXD A STAYP OF ARSOCIATES

SECTION 11

A GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES INDUSTRIES
AND FISHING COMMUNITIES FOR THE YEAR 1880

WASHINGTON
COVERNMENT PRINTING OYFPIOR
1887

FISHERIES OF CHARLOITE HARDOR.

FISHIXG STATIONS OF CHARLOTTE HARDOR.—In Monroe County there are no fishing statioos
worthy of notice. The first four on the coast and on the islauds off Manitee County are: Captivh,
on Captiva Island; two at the north end of Lacosta Island, near Booa Grande, carried on by Spee
iards, and one at the northern end of Gasparilla Island. These tisheries are all carried on in Char

lotte Harbor, They are engaged in supplying the Cuban market,and the methods of Sshing, style ol
buildings, mode of curing the Bsh, &c., are much the same as at the Sarasota Bay fishened
concerning which all details will be given, and from which a correct idea may be easily formed
of the arrangements and methods followed out at the Charlotte Harbor fishories, when no differ:
ences are specially noted.

The profits of the fishing at these four stations bave been diminished both by the political
troubles in Cuba and by the glatting of the Cuban markets. The stations are all occupied every
year, but seldom by the same parties. The Gasparilla fishery is an exception; this one is carried
on by Beacon Brothers, and managed by Captain Beacon. The money wade by the fishered i
less than in formef years, when both fish and roes were worth more ; yet, even with the present prices
the men do well, if the business is properly managed. Tho trade with Cuba is now more eStensite
than formerly, more parties being ioterested in the work. It was reported that Spanlani
bad come from Caba and fished in the bays under the Spanish flag. This was fulse, Sometimey
however, Cuban smacks fished off the coast, but were quickly prohibited Ly the revenue officen

l"“ll.!.) INTITHOT BUU (IiDOWIUT Al apros L Fllllch

CHARLOTTE HARBOR FISHING BOATS.—There is a peculiarity in the Charlotte Harbor boats,
They are built 0 a8 to carry o large load in very shallow water. They resemble, in some
respects, the lap-streak boats of Maive. In fact they are a kind of lap-streak boat, having planks
of eedar or white pine, knees and timbers rather large and of onk, and fastened with galvan.
ized fron. Their usnal length is 24 feet, and their width 8 feet,  In shape they are somewhat
awkward, being full at bow and stern, flat-bottomed, stem and stern raking, and quarters over-

hanging. They are, however, able boats, and well adapted for the work.,  Desides carrying a large
While fishing they are rowed by two or four

These boats are made to order in New

seine and six men, they will carty 65 tubs of mallet,

men, the captain standing in the bow to guide with a pole,
York, and cost #150. There are not over a dozen on this coast, and these are continually changing

bands. Each of these four fisheries has two boats and two seines.



AN INDUSTRY TRANSFORMED: THE AGE OF ICE
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Above left: Unloading fish at the Punta Blanca
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Bottom left: Kelly’s Fish Camp on Bull Bay



FISHING AS RECREATION —THEN AND NOW




“BRIGHT FUTURE FOR CHARLOTTE HARBOR”
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WANT TO LEARN MORE!?
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From the days of early Native Americans to living memories of Hurricanes Charley and lan,
our community is bursting with local history. Charlotte County History Services is
How. Setiale dedicated to preserving our rich heritage for future generations.
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Quick Links

Print books

#l Discover a vast collection of
historic documents, postcards, and
photographs.

Browse »
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