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FLORIDA’S SHIFTING GEOGRAPHY AND 
EARLIEST HUMAN INHABITANTS 



THE CALUSA KINGDOM: 
AN INDIGENOUS POWERHOUSE CENTERED ON  A 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT



Artist's conception of town chief at the Calusa town of 

Tampa (present day Pineland) 

(Art by Merald Clark.)

Artist's conception of scene at the Pine Island 

Canal, which reached 2.5 miles across Pine Island, 

from Pine Island Sound to Matlacha Pass (Art by 

Merald Clark.)



THE SPANISH “DISCOVERY” OF FLORIDA AND 
GULF COAST EXPLORATION

Maps of Florida – 1582 (left) and 1680 (above)



Map of Mexico and Florida, 1722



THE RISE OF SPANISH FISHERIES IN CHARLOTTE HARBOR

19th century photograph of a typical example of the 

ranchos where Spanish fishermen lived when they were 

mullet fishing in Southwest Florida. 

Courtesy, Cortez Village Historical Society 

(Manatee County) 1796 map of the West Indies (detailed selection)



BRITISH SURVEYS OF FLORIDA AND THE SPANISH FISHERIES 



SPANISH FLORIDA BECOMES A U.S. TERRITORY

Right: 1823 map of the lands belonging to R.S. 

Hackley in East Florida

Top: 1823 map compiled and drawn by 

Charles Blacker Vignoles, 

a civil and topographic engineer



CONFLICT COMES TO CHARLOTTE HARBOR 
AND THE PEACE RIVER VALLEY

1832 Draft of an Act for the Protection of the Fisheries on the 

Coasts of Florida and a Report of the Committee on the State of 

the Territory Concerning Fisheries, circa 1833



Proposed Survey of South Florida, 1855



“THE GALLANT LITTLE STATE OF FLORIDA WILL 
FOLLOW YOUR LEAD”



MILITARY ACTION IN AND AROUND CHARLOTTE HARBOR





POSTWAR CHANGES AND DEVELOPMENT



“PHOSPHATE FEVER” 

A makeshift tugboat, Little Steamer No. 

1, consisting of a boiler, engine and pilot's 

deck strapped to a flat-top barge, is 

shown here towing empty phosphate 

barges back up the Peace River, ca. 1902 

A tugboat, dredge and phosphate 

barges operating on the Peace 

River, ca. 1902



Cargo ships waiting to load phosphate are seen off 

the holding dock at Boca Grande

This undated photo taken by Arcadia 

photojournalist George Lane shows freight cars 

filled with phosphate awaiting unloading onto 

ships at South Boca Grande



A RESURGENT FISHING INDUSTRY



AN INDUSTRY TRANSFORMED: THE AGE OF ICE

Above left: Unloading fish at the Punta Blanca 

Ice House (near Useppa Island)

Bottom left: Kelly’s Fish Camp on Bull Bay



FISHING AS RECREATION – THEN AND NOW 



“BRIGHT FUTURE FOR CHARLOTTE HARBOR”





WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
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