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Plastics, plastics
everywhere...

And the pollution in the world, and
Charlotte Harbor, may be more than
you think
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Back inthe 70, trappingand piling up old tires
seemed like good materialfor uilding
artificial eefs.

Sanctioned by the state, good-mean-
ingcitizens deployed thousands of old
tires strapped together by nylon or still
and dumped them into 8 feet of water
approximately midway between Hog
Island and Punta Gorda Isle.

"Today, i creatively called the “Old
Tire Reef”

A oumight findit on your chartplot-
MWHITMAN fer but the tiresand strappinghad
elther decomposed or are now burled
under muckand sand. It has not been very prodictive
unless you call pollutants prodctive. Yes, tires are made
of polymers — millions of carbon molecules bound
[E———

More PLASTICS | A9 py,gtic debrislie this water borttle shrink wrap s all oo common in Charlotte Harbor.

Derelict fishing gear and plastic debris just is a menace to our world' sealife.


https://tracenep.admaster.cc/ju/ic?tn=2ce2e6e33746b4224011d22068a89c02&trackingid=295ba561c91a438dd95594db88d948f6&acid=33146&data=7rpLfs9oi-4VUZc4AjFoKr-p4X2ewMw0XQV_csNqbrpxj-_inHnNYGiiR194ootphctIP83d0jiqsBPZnYcg1d27z3nFubpUQF8frf_yO8xqbp6j16lVsljMP-imhb_tGPpHPaF5BJ0p3LC19kIVULU5zRnIlYfO5fWGFBWQ48xO4UsrhFSt9idc84PqOB6OifFbvaX_-UR7HGlYhpLzimoieAB_gOlUeN05fbiWN6nlztytEKc6TG9J56zWLjNe4aNlgUkrPdXZKPQTN44vp3DtxWnxLMrp1plXxviG43tAYx8pywkWH6fzn_GlLet8o55hwxcsDjwhLLqeZkijkCV38X4UrmecGbK0_ZEp9tp90UR4iwVS4t87sRGuF1KRbxucLuqPoIdy5x9Lr28r4LgD4pUyZaO7GIuX82RP6-A-AcYQLtwb-JLoZEDMalK0NBlHHmLFdGSp7yjYTUQkjurgmRzk6qyOkeuukmk3b2lUcNggxqajfOWrL6kskUkOaO-zDaH_Uqcu048B9kHYKi5cpxMQfpbPAMYEKFxHFZ_W55vX_qgctgshKW5ADzxFUFKrDrgZvAYUCSDef13sMxQIdduU7Sww3a-y-fiWH-HWaafJYGXxdHvJbljj-vm5L8V_D4w1eXgs6eFiSHK8jh_COQDUtLDb1OMYhfeE-kuMFLeoHdzv68l1b6EpLswnAaLtP16KdiHB94dLE3gdUtnxtv7SMbHU_vFmmi-XNEPs4XRvoWG2RkkOdb9a-3OoSnqqrAagpczas6EN17c4hY5irejkP_2QByMk4QSSTvm6lidRel-nGiGqCtrgFcmqBZg0Zo3kL_FoSaj1zjDE_OsxI4x-4AtKr5sDoWVUYJk1ayanaS5h7HtaVRE-k5qwCQA7VX_KN2S4ZcoTtmP-TOHDL4qH364pc4x_EV9ikTIPqHEsxJXM_YMAql0E4dMVRRuJzTSmTKa5pD3vkbHXMRiEpgqh9ktPubHmW0r7fUI-oZkQDx_P4jMzDnw_obAkXcZZQ5-hVwPqISkun1ZOJTowgAy3Ul7h0eu8TWHpbTwV0Gf0vl_q_cFIxJqctmlv8b0AbWVizA3e3P5Dg5bZH8aSqWsC7-UlPvucX0dbSGlnByB_X7NjRdCCzJROzPi-DKUvWHcWL022HHE_k0ii3V7whO4f2kFa8qZ6tzNlBqzF0NYinGU700yI-3C5fTyHIJ7iy1TWfF0njPbc65HhYBKYFFoumRIFQlk03DTXxM78ouG0kbzxoJcrRN14GevMv-NN5bNgxViaefL9fZc7XJeJb9VAv3dDWuatMtUXzCSJq9gZ2ek0ZooC7mh1rSE58WSSYBojQyVQBGpGoB_t0OA_4-07309KxwUhrjI9xf2CGEQysVO9w-9S2rQ8ltO5mQ4KT-7zfmYHtY-mAuKMIXJ_DHZuhrAUIwdRdCAAH9KcMjsfoA19qotZNcPeW0kGT9fW6mH8y-JO4X3gBPJTBxhVXXTz2boEwcDZHUhm6xhAWHNMzbe2ofmr1A1PFkPDUB4cD7m0ZHYRgd1Ew9-tu_Yj8pDkUGJxDqWpl_mIGl-34QZL6szWJ3hD1HZ8bPxZGNZm0_yaOTbWlJ3_vTf-oqAOie0Gc95EqjcLLM_Xr_PZQJFQYnLM9r4B0VIw4j5zHDFiHw_eTaMonYgMeSzEbtUbPn8SWdGUcUj3FRFhsztI_g4whcTj71bg1ubnBeBl-G9l7TxdlWsXVKVCrf4qX66RYhzWk5a7klbRFmwxNYYv6J9gq_oJJtY65tBRtaS3l4WbBnGNHOYEP89mKO2cOcsZK3X7RHXGj04_4oM6g2LxeC0c21Ju6TvMbXM091Xw-WAJPe44NgqkZ96HhCyQSS3QwTeZtYdxviGsmCS5j0rutsju9gY-BKBMwkhbHprv17K5iaZ37DktxLKPRZdwLLe9l48iOSz9NR6yjoWiDdMW4_Jilgy65pXMYrfjEIWgVLf2KXmmTcm7AwKUmYdiqBOm8t7NTlZwSnprgOYXO0xJEruSPis9L7mrYa2gI5XORSOqpbjYelPC0nq79ecgQ9LDKNYyVyj9d6lmHw8b5t4hB3o-nQ8L38EZV4aV683yNx82NytCFB4EvriK0me89gRjGBove65IRpcUhF_pC0orSxr_J-zW72jBLOQjmkZSs7t-3G7KLxlbbzgR_Tewz8mjQuuSb9lopTZBxpJ2nFvMRrKUE8VX5p_vzf2tOayrNxwYslQf0_pk0ojKV6IBsGqxIsnuS5tG6-DRF-w2q-Rvm4CkxXpY8CgtEFpNetEF&uid=mid_e5db76113be5eff18ec96f36134e1a47&mguid=&ap=0.18684&tid=71&gprice=-hTz2h-d-eVdh8DWRw6REkojrTj3czU8m1pXKQitQcA&campaignid=5072671&c_sync=1&google_click_url=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCWq0D-3Mhas6rEtHdy9YP8YSDsAKltoSEe8z8yrWgE8CNtwEQASCTuJlqYMmGtYfco_ARyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMCqgSYBE_QFQeL3F53J5EbfYDq11WNc7_5Rg56hZyeUWC-i8Cbj73We_F_CBCZVu6KrtLPpaq2OwuDeTYRMrzpX1Rt2wlFqR-Uu9GOGDT6DkhRlB5yU53381mffIgwGEkWXC5gbx-2oQ-UoIW7N_LhNoLl4m_igzRvAD8Xh4tUEY_FtE6qPR-EQBsZ7jgBS7yvb3-tBn2oajNi4cjhwktS5_cOsVWggkmr_DCwvjj6qYJMVzBbzs5pCvLVX0ZamfXB9Z2zV5DLo53IZTmnzzEC4B3VtxbfgeJqiPU5t8_q6op0B4mJJtrYKWYx3OJtQFriAJHvSr3NG1AFO1tEjmcTX-WDxRBvqkdlbj1Yho4lQSgsT5LaAlkijD70kzw1aZAPc9ePZKGu2U1VS50If-uXD0xd-9oAETAQP2HM30AlHk445hE5yMN6GAroxZyIYdU-2NmsmgYT3RVJ8nK5Z3SeP2JI9K00s-3J24ctNyU-bhIM8BqCW9H3r00Df_hHwDOIyScYwvzJs6SvjchGUGEX5oHcP9VU4syTR8AgxjtBk9y1d0mXxPTYsMJBrnw22Y8Lbom6XbuqROxuvEgAg1TIFc6W0ssrQJrjQWfU1tXXx3h56Vln4VEYq69C8-EaJYpDH5B01jglZqNDJAJGvcB6i01TWbVcmmOiAnZ3d67dIU56WwOhKYBH8XTL2Eo1jzJaWU-3OPG6fhlpsdfi4AQBgAb-xKbw49GqqNEBoAYhqAeT2LECqAeU2LECqAeV2LECqAemvhuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHrb6xAqgHv9OxAtgHANIILgiAYRABMgiKgoCAgICACDoPgECAwICAgICogAKog5AQSL39wTpYtYf0n8_tlAP6CwIIAYAMAaoNAlVT4g0TCOmz9J_P7ZQDFdHu0gQdccIAJuoNEwjA7vSfz-2UAxXR7tIEHXHCACaIDv___________wHQFQGAFwGyFxAYDCoKMzAxNzkyNjA2NFABqhgXCTq0yHYEKgJBEgozMDE3OTI2MDY0GAE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_0YHdWeX6uTWLcANci0bF7rjHEE5A%26client%3Dca-pub-4447079468650518%26adurl%3D
https://www.admaster.cc/privacy

LA e mtind «PAGE9 « JUNE4,2026

Plastics/fom s

together. A large class of
synthetic polymers s plas-
tic. When these materi-
alsare released into theair
or water as microplastics,
they cause trouble.

THE TROUBLE WITH

PLASTICS

Foraverylongtime,
plastics were viewed as
structurally sound. Over
theyears, science has
established that plas-
tics fragment readily and
release very small parti-
cles as theyage. They also
undergo chemical changes,
‘namely oxidation, which
usually createsa more brit-
tle material.

Anybody who's lived in
Florida knowsabout plas-
ticdecay, especially when it
is exposed to sunlight. This
process can take months
todecades. The environ-
‘mental and human health
effects becomea concern
when these tiny pieces of
plastic are eaten, drunk
and inhaled. The larger
‘microplasticsare particles
of millimeter size (think
bacteria to plankton size).

Nanoplastics, which are

lessthan 1

(sizedin an N
poseaneren threat recovered in h smaller ar
tohealth. For reference, the ™"
thickness of office paperis 1 —and will dto
about 100,000 nanometers. - microplastic particles. ‘worsen with time. ‘microplastics in the water

Plasticshavepervaded  Yet, i Astudyby ‘we drink, the fish we eat,
ourlives. P of} at dColumbia  and theairwe breathe.

i with U Y q Food:

category, especially for production increasing hundreds of thousandsof ~ packaged in plastic or
single-use plastics. Clothes  each year. ‘micro-andnanoplastic ~ transported or prepared
are made from plastics Onaglobal basis, icles in one liter of i ic (i.e., plastic
(polyester),asare building - production of plastic plasti water. release
‘materials, medi than plastic particles and
and equipment,childrens 390 million |ons per RESEARCH a]wchemicalzddiﬁves
toys, artificial turfand annum. Th, byDr. halati icro-and
other i lly  Pellerat Valparaiso nanoplasticsis isanother
tires single-usepr University sugg major route of exposure.
much m contri iclitter  drinks iningoiland  Indoor dust isa collection

Smgle use ma(enals onamassi —with fat-basedi i particle:
thatcan tonsof I discarded that we breathe.

eachyearand release of microand ‘The very small fibers
i ing mi fromplastic  (less than 3 micrometers)
plasucs, inth bottles. A significant can enter the lower

given that there is no safe thcwmennZOZSwu percentageof thesingle-  respiratory tractand
‘method of d at 225 metric problems.
plastic articles. Recycling  tons. pollute th It
is mostly downcycling With the rising The inour  plastic
toless valuable materials  production of plastic,the ~ water islikely releasing carpeting, clothing,
that eventually turn ‘material will continueto ~ microplastics into the drapery, and numerous
i fragment ~ Water. other items. Microand
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